companion volumes could be prepared for other countries. Some of the sources available for France may not exist elsewhere, but it would be worth exploring the possibilities. For example, an analysis is included of 85 letters written by patients to a doctor over the period 1780 to 1830 (p. 19 ). An indication is given of the tone of the letters, of which parts of the body they mention, and of the kind of pain described. Comparable sources certainly exist in countries other than France. Of course, the precise figures are unimportant, but the overall patterns of such correspondence are highly significant.
It is not surprising that "medicalization", in the sense of numbers of health professionals, is an important issue in the book, since the French sources lend themselves to explorations of this theme, and much work on it has been undertaken by French scholars. The huge amount of information on those who practised medicine in France is made possible by sources like the Cahiers de doleances, on the basis of which an indication of political attitudes is offered (pp. 30-1). Naturally, the limitations of such sources have to be recognized, but they are nonetheless valuable, especially when presented in the forms adopted here.
An interpretation of the relations between medicine and revolution is given in the introduction (pp. 7-9). This is a useful statement, which presents the Revolution as a crystallization of trends already present in the ancien regime, trends that were moving towards reform. It is argued that the health of the citizen became of concern to the state, thereby providing a specific instance in which politics and medicine came together. Thus the question of the balance between continuity and change is dealt with in a helpful way. Much of the material presented in the Atlas bears somewhat loosely on the more direct interactions between medicine and the French Revolution. Taken as a whole the book provides both a sense of the larger context and an account of the links between politics and medicine-it is an extremely valuable addition to the secondary literature.
Ludmilla Jordanova, University of York W. G. HARTLEY, The light microscope: its use and development, Oxford, Senecio, 1993, pp. viii, 360, illus., £40.00 (0-906931-05-9) .
"The microscope has proved for a century and a half perfectly adequate to engage continuous study of itself'. This quotation from the first chapter provides the theme for Hartley's book, which traces the evolution of the light microscope and of its components from the sixteenth century to the present day. It sets the various stages of the development of the instrument and its accessories in the technical, social, economic, and geographic context of the time; what the author describes as the palaeontology of the microscope. An understanding of the science of optics and of the working of the light microscope is assumed and is essential for the full appreciation of this very detailed, technical, yet most readable book.
Hartley paints an interesting picture of the discovery of the microscope, highlighting what was fortuitous, what convenient, and how the compound microscope appeared at the right psychological moment. The fossilization of the instrument as a fashionable toy, and its subsequent study sponsored by wealthy amateurs is recounted. A useful table showing its sequential development leads the reader to the emergence of microscopy as a study in itself.
The dichotomy of interest in the mid-nineteenth century, which isolated the British, with their concern for optical technique rather than what was revealed, from the Continental microscopist, introduces the post-1840 era. "It was at this point that English microscopy took an idiosyncratic swerve into an area of fascinating optical effects totally unrelated to any practical opportunities which they represented." Even so, a description of early projects to produce inexpensive instruments and a good review of contemporary textbooks illustrate the increasing interest in the microscope and its applications. The general pattern of development in Victorian England, after the foundation of the Microscopical Society of London, is set out and is followed by a background chapter on English, Continental, and American microscope makers, against which ensuing chapters on the evolution of the instrument and of its various accessories are developed. The ascendancy of the German industry from 1870 onwards, with its firmly practical manufacturing philosophy, is highlighted. "The development of scientific medicine and scientific industries led to a demand for scientific microscopes like the Germans used, and this ultimately led to the adoption by the English trade of a basically Continental design of both instruments and optical components."
